
Why is worship a battle?

Several years ago I was on outreach in Prague with a summer worship team.  We felt our purpose was to lift up the name of Jesus over the city and each day we prayed about how we could do that.

One sunny afternoon 19 of us (including three young children) started at the “Powder Tower” and zig-zagged through the old city streets towards the Prague Castle, not aiming at draw attention to ourselves as we sang and prayed softly on our journey.  Crossing the St. Charles bridge, filled with it’s musicians and artist’s kiosks, we nearly blended in with the hundreds of tourists as we purposefully glorified God in song and prayer.  

As I led our group, winding it’s way through the crowds, I suddenly remembered a very dark character on that bridge: an artist who painted himself as the devil into each of his landscapes.  He was loud, unpredictable and often splashed red paint onto his bare chest, wearing devil’s horns on his head and sticking out his tongue rudely. I was concerned for the children in front of me, imagining the fright they could get from this man, especially if he heard Who we were singing about.

I spotted him when we were still out of earshot, a good 20 meters distance, and kept my eye on him as we proceeded, quietly singing “Praise the name of Je – sus…”.  Then I saw a most amazing display.  We were still about 15 meters from him and the man wordlessly bent forward, covering his head and ears until we passed by.  Surely it was not possible in the cacophony of sound on that bridge for him to have physically been able to hear us.  No, what I saw and will never forget, was a public and visible demonstration of what was taking place in the spiritual realm – the forces of darkness in that soul were bowing before the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Power of Worship

Since that day I have sought, as a worship leader, to gain a greater understanding of the power of worship by studying the Scriptures.

In the Bible we read about the Ark of the Covenant being a reflection (Hebrews 9) of what is actually taking place in heaven, or the unseen world.  On top of the Ark the presence of Almighty God is encircled by special angels called “cherubim” whose purpose it was to worship God and to lead the heavenly host in worship as they magnified God. (Rev.4: 6-11) 
The choice of who to worship

One of these cherubim ‘worship leaders’ was Lucifer who, as we know from the Bible (Isa 14:12-14; Ezek 28:12-19), had tried to usurp God’s glory and become the worshipped instead of the worshipper. 

Matt Redman tells the story of the donkey who remarked to his wife coming home from work one day “I had a wonderful day, dear!  I went to Jerusalem and they absolutely loved me there, laying down their mantels and palm branches to soothe my hot hooves and crying “Hosanna!”  It seems that the donkey overlooked the man on his back.  
Indeed, angels are beautifully described in different biblical passages and it seems they are glorious to behold. Angels are so ‘glorious’ that they’re called ‘morning stars’ because of the brightness of their glory, among whom Jesus was the Chief or brightest Morning Star (Rev. 22:16).  

Being so close to God’s glory night and day, Lucifer made a fateful decision when pride rose in his heart and he chose to disobey God.  He was able to deceive at least one-third of the other angels (Rev.12:4) who chose to rebel with him.  Therefore, the other two-thirds of all created angels, led by Michael the archangel, threw Lucifer and his followers out of heaven (Rev.12:9).

Dean Sherman: 

<<It surprises me how many people, Christians included, think Lucifer is like another god. They believe God is the God of good and Satan is the god of evil; they are seen as equals, standing in opposition. Satan has tricked millions with this lie.

This is a heathen view of the world that places God and Satan as opposites like some Oriental yin and yang. They are not equal counterparts. Only God is God. He is the great uncreated Creator. He is eternal and infinite. He is omniscient (all-knowing), omnipotent (all-powerful), omnipresent (everywhere at all times), and sovereign (having supreme authority). Lucifer is only a fallen archangel-created, finite, and extremely limited in knowledge, ability, and space. He

doesn't know everything. He can't do everything. And he can only be in one place at one time.

The Christian view of the universe describes one, incomparable Supreme Being. The concept of two beings ruling over two equal and opposing kingdoms with the victory shifting from side to side is taught in Hinduism, as well as other Eastern religions. But the forces of good and evil do not counter or balance one another. Although the Bible calls Satan the "god of this world," this only denotes a position of authority over his own deceptive system. The angels threw Lucifer out of heaven, and he became Satan, establishing his kingdom of darkness. And now, we battle him in the name and authority of Jesus.

God has never fought the devil and never will. The idea of God fighting Satan is even more absurd than me wrestling an ant. God is infinitely greater in every respect. God can never fight Satan, which is precisely why we are supposed to carry out the battle in the power of God.
Suddenly there were thousands upon thousands of fallen angelic ‘worship leaders’, now committed to worship Lucifer (or ‘satan’ because his angelic name was stripped of him) roaming the earth. And Satan planned his revenge and counter-attack.

A free will
When Adam and Eve were created God gave them a free will, so they could freely choose to obey and love Him. God delegated some of His authority to them and as long as they lived in right relationship with Him, they remained under His protection.

Adam and Eve were, like all men and women after them, created to have a loving relationship with God and to worship Him.  After all, that is true love – when one freely chooses to give their heart and soul to another.  However, if satan could entice them to disobey God, breaking their relationship with Him, he would gain their authority and, hopefully, their allegiance.  

The choice

In Genesis 3, in the garden of Eden, we read the story of how God allowed man to be put to the test, and to exercise their choice of who they would obey and serve.  Unfortunately, we know the end to that sad story… that Adam and Eve disobeyed God and, in doing so, chose for satan – giving satan glory/worship.  
Satan knew that man could use or misuse the authority given to him.  When man disobeyed God, Satan was able to usurp man’s authority.  Just as God transferred some of His authority to man, so man passed it on to Satan.  Yet Satan does not have complete authority.  He cannot simply rule the world.  Man gave his authority to Satan in Eden, but Satan can only use it through man.  Satan can only influence the world to the degree that man chooses to sin and live in disobedience to God.  Therefore Satan is relentless in his attacks because he utterly hates us and hates being limited by us.
Much as we like to think that we could have passed that same test, our daily lives prove otherwise. Satan is still trying to get us to choose against God… to be selfish and serve his purposes instead of God’s.  We cannot worship both, as the angels found out long ago. 
We are never forced to love and obey God or to worship Him, it remains our choice.  This is why, as worship leaders, it should come as no surprise what forces are truly at work, whether seen or unseen, when we aim to lead others to worship. It is imperative that we, of all people, realize how powerful it is when we make the choice to worship God because it defeats the enemy’s forces in our lives. Praising God is the act that silences the powers of darkness around us, causing them to bow as we proclaim the truth that Jesus is Lord!  

Worshipping God will always be a battle until our foe is finally silenced and Jesus returns to rule and reign on earth, as He does in heaven. Let us choose to worship Him now and to express our worship boldly, leading others to choose the same.
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